PROVINCIAL CIRCULAR

01 DECEMBER 2017

DEAR CONFRERES
Cordial greetings from Don Bosco Provincial House Tiruchy!
Advent is here and Christmas is near. Advent is a season of preparation for the birth of
Christ. Christmas is a feast of love, joy and peace. Our preparation for Christmas always
include the type of Crib to be set, the stars and decorations, Christmas trees and gifts,
Carols and Santa Claus etc. But Christmas is a Divine celebration which calls us for a
Spiritual preparation.
‘God becoming a child in a manger’ is a mystery that speaks volumes of the humility of
the Creator. He emptied himself to fill the humanity with His Joy, Love and Peace. “I have
come that you may have life,” (Jn 10:10). Christmas is an invitation to empty ourselves and
fill our neighbours with love, joy and peace. The Baby of Bethlehem challenges us to serve
the suffering humanity with humility. Our Holy Father Pope Francis constantly invites all
of us to be at the service of the poor.
Let this Christmas take each one of us and our communities closer to the poor, the
deprived lot of the society, closer to young people who are in despair and who have lost
hope. Let us discover the Baby Born in every home and individual. Sharing gifts with
those who give us gifts, does not make any difference. Sharing with those who have not
and who cannot give back to us, make a meaningful celebration of Christmas. LET THIS
CHRISTMAS BE A CHRISTMAS WITH A DIFFERENCE…

INT ORDINATIONS 2017
This year, the Province is blessed with 5 new priests. We congratulate Dn. Arulappan
Charles, Dn. Martin Maria Francis, Dn. Masilamani Anthonysamy, Dn. Simiyon Sebastin
Arun, Dn. Soosadimai Prabin who will be ordained as priests during this month. The
ordinations will be held in Amsam, Tiruchy at 5.30 pm on 29 December 2017. We pray that
they remain faithful and committed to their priestly life and ministry. After their
Ordination to Priesthood, all the new priests except Dn. Charles Arulappan, will continue
their priestly ministry in their places of diaconate ministry.
We wish and congratulate the 8 Deacons of Chennai Province (INM) as they will be
ordained as priests on 27 December 2017. May God bless them and accompany them in
their priestly ministry.
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MISSIONARY TO NEPAL
Dn. Charles Arulappan has opted for missions and he is assigned with a three year
contract to go to Bharoul Chakraghatty Salesian Community in East Nepal (INC Province).
He will be leaving on 25 January 2018. We appreciate his missionary zeal and wish God’s
choicest blessings upon him.
CALL FOR NORTH UGANDA
The Department of Salesian Missions, has decided with the Rector Major during the last
meeting of the Provincials working in African Region, to start our Salesian presence
among the South Sudanese refugees in North Uganda. Fr. Lasar Arasu is right now the
official chapline for this purpose. Fr. Basanes Guillermo, Councillor for missions is
requesting our province to send a confrere to work with him from 31 January 2018. I
personally request the confreres who are interested to volunteer to work for a period of
three years.
GRACE‐FILLED 100 YEARS – FR. BOUT
Experiencing life for one hundred years is a significant milestone that certainly deserves a
great thanksgiving to the Lord Almighty, the giver of life. I, on behalf of the province wish
Fr. Cedric Bout of INM Province who has turned 100 on 11 November 2017, a privilege
not given to many. In fact, in the 111‐year‐old history of the Salesians in India, he is the
oldest ever and the first to touch 100. He is a legend who teaches and invites all of us with
his smiling face that we have got great reasons to live ‐ to be God’s messengers of Love.
He is for certain, to all of us, an icon of genuine cheerfulness and a generous living.
FR. JOSEPH PUTHENKALAM, TURNING 90
Fr. Joseph Puthenkalam, fondly known as PAPA celebrates his 90th birthday on 17
December 2017. His students and novices, as he always addresses them with paternal love
and care ‘you silly chaps,’ would remember his caliber, knowledge and interest in forming
them in their vocation. He has set an example of a spirit‐filled life, a life with discipline
and order. I thank him, on behalf of the province, for his many contributions to the
province, to the congregation especially in the field of Salesian studies. We will celebrate
him in our province and thank the Lord for our PAPA on his 90th birthday on 17 December
2017. The Celebration will be held at Don Bosco Dindigul with the Holy Eucharist at 10.00
am followed by felicitation and fellowship meal. I invite everyone from our presences,
friends, relatives of Fr. Puthenkalam to this 90th Birthday celebration, a sign of love and
respect for his hard work and for his contribution.
HAPPY FEAST TO THE SALESIAN BROTHERS AND VDBs
On the 5th of December we commemorate Bl. Philip Rinaldi. On this day we celebrate the
Salesian Brotherhood Day in the congregation and the feast of the Volunteers of Don
Bosco. The prophetic presence of Salesian Brothers and the VDBs is a constant reminder
and a concrete invitation for all of us to be closer to the Lord as we live in this world. We
wish all the Salesian Brothers of our Province and the Volunteers of Don Bosco, happy
feast and God’s Blessings upon them.
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As it was mentioned in the last circular, I urge you to celebrate meaningfully the Salesian
Brotherhood Day on 5th December. The prayer cards are sent along with this circular and
the Video is to be uploaded. We thank Fr. Barnabass John and Br. Philip Xavier for their
contribution towards the celebration and promotion of the Salesian Brotherhood.
FROM THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL
The November Provincial Council was held on 23 November 2017, at Don Bosco
Vellakinar. I would like to communicate and share the following information and the
decisions made during the Provincial council.
‐

It was felt that all the Commissions need a separate Archive for documentation at
the province level. This Archive will function as source of information with
updated statistics, reports and other details of each commission. And so all the
commissions will have a separate archive in the provincial house for
documentation where a copy of all the important certificates and other documents
will be maintained.

‐

The Study Committee appointed to revamp the mission at Nettur, presented their
preliminary study report to the council. The committee will further do a detailed
study and present the final report to the Provincial Council in January 2018, which
will be taken up during the next leaders meeting for wider discussions.

‐

The Provincial council decided about the building plan and the contractors for the
construction of school building at Vellakinar and Sayalkudi and the foundations
were laid on 23rd and 25th of November 2017 respectively. We have begun these
works trusting in the Divine Providence and the motherly guidance of our Lady
Help of Christians. We as a province should intensify our prayers for these two
institutions that God may provide sufficient resources through our Benefactors and
well‐wishers for the completion of these constructions.

‐

It was decided to make Alangulam Vidivelli and Savariyarpalayam as independent
presences as a first step towards making them full‐fledged canonically erected
communities. The canonically erected community given in the Annuario of the
congregation as ‘Sivakasi – Vidivelli’ will be changed into ‘Melanmarainadu’ with
the new address.

‐

The name of the Salesian Presence at Keeranur, right now known as
‘Melapuduvayal’ is changed as ‘Keeranur – Susaipudyanpatti’ to be more specific
and provide exact location of the presence.

‐

Diocese of Dindigul, once again has given us the opportunity to serve the young
people of the Diocese. Fr. Arockia Xavier Vincent will start functioning as youth
director from January 2018, till we appoint a full time youth director in the month
of May 2018.
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INFORMATION
Bosco Institute of Garments at Dindigul and Imayam printers at Vilathikuam, have made
every efforts focusing on quality production and timely distribution of the products. I
recommend all our communities especially our schools, colleges and technical institutions
to place your orders for T.Shirts, note books, hand books and calendars to our own
institutions. Thus we support and encourage the self sustaining initiatives of our
institutions.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS…
5
Tue
‐
Salesian Brothers Day
10
Sun
‐
Cooperators Promise Day @ Puthenthurai
18
Sat
‐
Provincial Council
27
Wed
‐
Ordinations in Chennai Province
29
Fri
‐
Ordinations in Tiruchy Province
Sanctity in Salesian Family – December 2017
5
Tue
‐
Bl. Philip Rinaldi, Rector Major Emeritus, Founder of VDBs
RECALLING EVENTS…
Salesian Cooperators Aspirants 28 of them pronounced their personal apostolic promise
in our Province on 29 October 2017 at DB Manikandam. We thank Bro. Sagayaraj sdb who
preached the Retreat, Sr. Soosaimaria Pushpam, the FMA delegate and Fr. Xavier Michael
SDB who animated them. We appreciate Fr. Thomas Louis, the Salesian Family Delegate
for organizing this event and Fr. Rajadevan for arranging the Retreat for them.
At Puthenthurai 29 Salesian Cooperators aspirants will be making their personal
apostolic promise on 10 December 2017. We welcome the new cooperators into the
Salesian Family and wish them God’s Blessings.
The National Council Meeting of the Past Pupils of Don Bosco was held at Guwahati
from 26 – 29 October 2017. Four participants from our Province along with Fr. Sebastian
Jacob, the Provincial delegate attended this meeting. There were discussions and
animations on National Congress to be held in 2018, life membership fee, launching of
national website etc.
The Mid‐year Evaluation for all Commissions and Departments of the province was held
on 16 November 2017 at DBPH Kallukuzhy. I appreciate and thank all who attended this
important meeting. I thank Fr. Agilan, the Vice Provincial for coordinating this meeting.
Zonal Level Meet for the Young Salesians was held at Don Bosco Provincial house
Kallukuzhy on 25 November 2017. We thank Fr. Agilan, the Vice Provincial for animating
the clerics and organizing the event.
The Annual Conference and General Body Meeting of DBHEI was held on 24 and 25
November 2017 at Don Bosco Centre, Kurla, Mumbai. Fr. Casimir Raj, head of the Higher
education commission of the Province together with Fr. Amala Jeyarayan participated in
this meet. The annual conference was primarily called for, reading, reflecting and
evolving, Province level plans. Fr. Casimir presented the Province policy draft and plan.
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CONDOLENCES

*On behalf of the province, I extend my sincere condolences to the Provincial and the
Confreres of the Salesian Province of Delhi, at the death of Fr. Padamattumel Varkey (84)
on 19 November 2017.

*On behalf of the province I express my sincere empathy and condolences to Fr.
Santhanaraj Ubagaram, at the sudden death of his beloved mother Mrs. Pooranam (73) on
16 November 2017. May the Good Lord grant her eternal rest and offer His
accompaniment and support to Fr. Santhanaraj.

*I, on behalf of the province, extend my sincere condolences to Fr. Gabriel Karunaraj at the
sudden death of his father Mr. Karunaraj (71) on 17 November 2017. We express our
togetherness to Fr. Gabriel at this sad moment. May the departed soul rest in peace!

*On behalf of the Province of Tiruchy I convey my heartfelt condolences to the Provincial
and the sisters of Missioanary sisters of Mary Help of Christians (MSMHC) at the sad
death of Rev. Sr. Elizabeth Packumala (79). She has contributed a lot for the congregation
as the Superior General, Economer General, Provincial Superior and Novice Mistress. We
pray that the Good Lord may grant her Eternal Rest! We assure the Superior General and
the sisters, our prayerful support.
COMMUNITY REFLECTION:
This month I invite you to reflect on the ‘Renewable Sources of Energy’ as our third Eco
Concern of the series.
Towards Renewable Sources of Energy: Not forced but an intelligent choice
“That Energy is Godʹs Energy…” (Phil 2:13)
One of human’s most vexing issues today is the conflict between energy demand and
supply. Due to the growing world population, demand for energy, specifically electricity
is rising. The most common source of electricity production is through fossil fuels. Across
the globe, 41% electricity is produced by using coal. It creates a high level of pollution of
water and air during mining and creates very miserable circumstances for miners. Coal
and other fossil fuels will run out one day. It is neither a renewable nor sustainable sources
of energy.
Like all big problems, the way in which a human person views a problem and the course
of action he or she takes in handling it depends fundamentally upon his or her basic
philosophy of life, understanding of creation purposes and the intrinsic goodness of
everything in nature.
Creation Perspective of Renewable Energy:
‘The Surpassing Greatness of His power’ (Eph 1: 19)
Throughout history, people who are very close to nature and who appreciate the creative
handiwork of God have held the perspective that all beings on earth, living and non‐
living, are to be respected and believed to have dignity. The landscape, animals, plants,
and other environmental elements play a major role in the very existence of people. They
believe all things are connected and give each other life, for which we owe respect, and
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humility. The ways in which nature is exploited by humankind today and the use of fossil
fuels is in contrast to these people’s beliefs.
Overuse of fossil fuels such as coal, oil, and natural gas contribute to environmental
degradation and loss of species, along with many other issues. Since electricity generation
is one of the primary causes of air, land, and water pollution, indigenous communities
would rather see renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, and geothermal.
Alternative ways of obtaining energy have significantly fewer environmental impacts and
don’t deplete our earth’s natural resources. Native people seek to preserve the land for
generations to come. By allowing these cultures to obtain electricity directly from the
natural world would enhance the ancient spiritual connection to nature.
Holy Father Pope Francis has been an outspoken advocate for renewable energy and
combating climate change. He offers further explanations to why it is imperative to adopt
a new system of energy production for future generations and the world’s poor. “We have
not yet managed to adopt a circular model of production capable of preserving resources
for present and future generations, while limiting as much as possible the use of non‐
renewable resources, moderating their consumption, maximizing their efficient use,
reusing and recycling them.” The morality of his message is clear: not only is it practical
and common sense to preserve our natural resources but it is our duty to preserve our
natural resources for the next generation’s health, prosperity, and happiness.
Hence it is an imperative moral obligation to change our modes of production and
consumption in order to accelerate rapidly to renewable energy systems. Laudato Si renews
this call, focusing on the vast environmental and societal benefits of clean energy. From an
economic perspective, clean energy technologies like solar and wind power are already
cost‐competitive with fossil fuels, and from a moral perspective, they’re consistent with
the Pope’s message of solidarity and care for others – especially the poorest among us.
Hence, as faithful members of the Church, it is our moral obligation to choose only that
gives life and that which sustain creation with all its richness. Hence harnessing renewable
energy sources is an appropriate first consideration in sustainable development.
Taking this spirit to practical levels, our province is already making two efforts:
One, our houses are making all possible efforts go in for solar. Many of our institutions
have already installed solar power system in the buildings and for farm purposes,
replacing the conventional power sources.
Second, our formal technical institutes have started allied courses on solar energy system
and solar installation trainings. It is a good academic step forward to research with our
students to assemble cost‐effective units to benefit poor households. As responsible energy
consumers let us be conscious of our life‐giving yet vulnerable planet and make choices in
favour of environmental sustainability. Create monitoring system in our houses to avoid
wastage of power; purchase energy efficient equipment, and more importantly educate
young people on the sustainable renewable sources of energy.
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