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 Dear Confreres,

Cordial greetings from Don Bosco Provincial House, Tiruchy! The animation on the strenna 2012 was appreciated by all the participants. We have been led to understand that it is not enough that we know Don Bosco’s life history but we need to understand the dynamics of what made him the good Shepherd to the numerous young people who were attracted by him. Only then can we imitate him. It calls for personal study and community reflection. We cannot let go of this theme without making further strategies needed for everyone of us. 

Recalling Events...

The Vetri Namadhe programme was conducted in Lourdes Shrine, Madurai on 3 January 2012. We congratulate the Vazhikaatti team headed by Fr. Patrick who organised the programme for one thousand students of class XII from the neighbouring schools. We thank the Rector and the community of Lourdes Shrine, Madurai who hosted this programme.

A one day vocation camp was organised in Don Bosco, Varadarajanpet on 8 January 2012 in which 16 candidates attended and in Therespuram on 22 January 2012 in which there were 22 candidates. We congratulate Fr. Arockia Xavier Vincent, our vocation promoter for all the efforts he makes. He is planning for few more one day camps. We thank the Therespuram and Don Bosco, Varadarajanpet communities for hosting these camps. 

The YaR Commission meeting was held on 14 January 2012 in the presence of the Provincial team and Fr. Mathew Thomas, the National Secretary for the YaR forum. The meeting was organised to discuss the standardisation policies of the YaR centres. 

This year, keeping to the theme of the first year of preparation for the bicentenary of DB and the theme of the strenna, a day of reflection on DB was arranged for the perpetually professed confreres and the members of the Salesian family. This one day animation was held in Lourdes Shrine, Madurai on 7 January 2012, Don Bosco Provincial House, Tiruchy on 21 January 2012 and in Don Bosco, Thanjavur on 22 January 2012. We are grateful to the communities that hosted these meetings. Our sincere gratitude to Fr. John Rosario who led us into an indepth reflection on Don Bosco.

The Provincial Community day was celebrated on 14 January 2012. It was a fraternal gathering of the Salesian family expressing a sense of solidarity and a sense of belonging. The Celebrations were hosted by Don Bosco Nest, Tiruppur community. We are grateful to Fr. Lourdu Bhakiaraj and Fr. Thainese who organised the programme. Prizes were distributed to the winners of the Don Bosco Quiz conducted by the Academic Commission for High School and Hr. Sec. Schools.
The De-addiction Ministry teams with eminent persons from Tamilnadu gathered in the Provincial House on 20 January 2012 for a half day of study and business session. Fr. John Dharmanathan and Fr. Jude Muthuselvan attended this meeting as representatives from our Province.

The South Asian Regional Vocation guidance Meeting was held in Don Bosco Provincial House on 25 & 26 January 2012. We owe our gratitude to Fr. Brian (INB), the Regional Coordinator and the community that hosted the event. Fr. Arockia Xavier Vincent, our Vocation Promoter attended this meeting.

Don Bosco state level football tournament was organised from 25 to 29 January 2012 in the Madurai DBITC grounds. We congratulate the Community and the members of the DBYC who organised the event.

New Releases… Congrats!

The directory of the Cooperators of the Province, a first time initiative by the Cooperators led by the delegate Fr. Rajadevan Pushpanathan was released on the Provincial Community Day.

A Resource book for animating the anbiams (Basic Christian communities) written by Fr. Alphonse Lazar was also released. 

The youth of the Alaihal team have released on the Republic Day, an audio CD on National integration, `En Desam En Kanavu’ with six Tamil songs and 6 Hindi songs on themes relating to national integration.

Fr. Arokiaraj Mariasusai has authored `My First Bible’, a Bible for children and it was released on 26 January 2012.

Forthcoming events

3

-
Retreat for the domestic staff

3 – 6

-
DB Action Meet with VIA Don Bosco

5

-
Zonal meeting for CS & PT in Salem DBAI

11

-
Zonal meeting for CS & PT in DBPH, Tiruchy
11

-
Workshop on Psycho-sexual care to Children (YaR)

12

-
Marginalised youth Meet in Madurai

12 – 17 
-
Meeting of the Provincial Economers in Rome

13 – 15

-
SPCSA Assembly

16

-
Formation Meet (INM, INT) in Yellagiri 

18     

-
Meeting for those due for Perpetual

19  

-
Provincial Council

26

-
Zonal meeting for CS & PT in Keela Eral

Let me remind you that every priest has to offer one mass for the deceased confreres on February 01 keeping to R. 76.4a. During this month, we organise the trimonthly recollection in our communities and conduct the periodic assessment of those who are in initial formation.

Applications for Perpetuals and Renewals
The leaders of communities are requested to receive the applications for the Renewal of vows and Perpetual Profession on 19 March 2012, and send the papers on or before 25 March 2012 with the house council’s opinion in the prescribed form. Kindly send two admission forms along with the application for those making the Perpetual Profession. I remind the leaders of the communities to accompany our young Salesians to make a proper discernment.

Consultation for the Appointment of Rectors

I am making the consultation for the appointment of Rectors for 2012 - 2015. Fr. Francis Anthonysamy, the Rector of Madurai Don Bosco ITC is completing two terms as Rector. Fr. Arul Maran, the Rector of Don Bosco-Kazhiappanallur, Fr. George Arokiaraj, the Rector of Lourdes Shrine-Madurai, Fr. Francis Camillus, the Rector of Don Bosco-Thanjavur, Fr. Louis Kulangara, the Rector of Mary Help of Christians Church-Madhakottai, Fr. Francis Sahaya Pinto, the Rector of Don Bosco-Lalgudi are finishing one term as Rectors. We are also canonically erecting the communities in Keela Eral and Namakkal. Hence, there is a need to appoint 8 Rectors. I request you to propose names after prayer and reflection keeping in mind the need of the Province. The filled in forms are to reach the Provincial on or before 5 February 2012.
Congrats to the two new FMA Provincial elects

FMA Shillong and FMA Guwahati will soon have new Provincials heading the Provinces. Sr. Isabella Suja and Sr. Elisabeth George are the two new Provincial elects respectively. We wish them God’s choicest blessings and may they have a fruitful ministry of leadership in the provinces.

 Community Reflection: Come! Let us tell the story of Jesus…

  A few days back I attended a family function in which there were around 300 relatives and friends and as it happens all the time, when the invited guests had gone, the dinner tables put back, the closest of the relatives sat together to chat. I was astonished at the way the elders, those above 70 could keep those of us the next generation and the younger ones of the newer generation spell bound. They were narrating to us so many experiences they had as kids in the villages running about discovering life, fun and frolic. There was a wide range of topics from bullock cart journeys to the first generation trains, from ghost stories to building up little churches in the villages, from telegrams the postman had to read and communicate sometimes totally opposite of what was sent to trying their hand at mobiles. Almost everyone listened in rapt attention. It was a nonstop comedy for two hours wanting to hear more. 

We are aware, that our talks and homilies reach better when it is spiced with incidents, anecdotes and stories. A careful reading into the number of stories I have heard, I cannot but be surprised at the deep values it carried. Our own culture is full of epics of great men and women whose stories continue to inspire us. Our freedom fighters spoke of the heroism of the front liners that inspired and instilled patriotism. Our stories and historical accounts of the great kings continue to inspire our culture and history.

Don Bosco, our father is a classical story teller. He would recall, “It was to hear my stories that they flocked round me”. Story telling was part of his peasant culture. His dramatic presentation of the Bible stories, the sermons he heard and of Italian history attracted so many young people to him. It is said that there were more young people to listen to his stories than those going for the Church services. He did not stop with stories. His stories were means of attracting the young people to the Church, to live good and moral lives. The condition that he laid was always either all go to the church after hearing him or he would narrate after a service in the Church.

His pep talks after a game, good night talks and narration of dreams were all means that he employed to communicate Christ to young people. He continuously formed his young Salesians with narration of his dreams instilling deep rooted values, convictions and forming in them a pastoral heart. The life history of boys of the oratory like those on Dominic Savio, Mickey Magone were all written by him to inspire his young friends. What a great father he was who could narrate the beginnings of his mission with such passion in his `memoirs of the Oratory’. The Chronicles of 18 December 1859 event, the little notes for his missionaries that he scribbled on his journeys, the pocket diary of Cl. Michael Rua, the letter of Dominic Savio to his dad and many other historical notes that are preserved in our archives in Rome fill us with a passion for our father and our Congregation. All these were slowly transforming into his strategies to lead young people to Christ. These were means to evangelise them and make them protagonists of evangelization.

Our father is inspiring us with something that we are all specifically called to do. We are called to `tell the story of Jesus’. The Salesian Mission motto for this year 2012 is `telling the story of Jesus’. This is all the more significant because this year on November 11, 2012 we will be celebrating the 25th Salesian Mission Day and of course the Jubilee year. The Rector Major while speaking on this theme aptly quotes the post synodal exhortation, Ecclesia in Asia of John Paul II… “the proclamation of Jesus Christ can most effectively be made by narrating his story, as the Gospels do.” 

Is it possible to narrate Christ’s story passionately without a passion for Christ? Telling the story of Jesus demands that we need to be evanglised first. He must be the centre of our lives. We must be empowered by Him before we empower others with His message. Hence let the Word of God sink into our lives with daily reflection and frequent lectio divina in communities. Many issues that we face in the society have solutions in Christ experience reflected and communicated beautifully by the Church. This is an urgent task for all of us lest they be evangelized by the worldly values instead of the Gospel values.

 Yours affectionately in DB


Fr. Albert Johnson SDB
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