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Dear Confreres,

Cordial greetings! I will be in Europe for a short time visiting our confreres and friends till 4 December 2011 and attending the New Provincials Course from 6 – 20 December 2011. I hope to be in Turin on 1 December and I promise my warm remembrance and prayers during mass which I plan to celebrate in the room of Don Bosco.   
Recalling events 
The Don Bosco Action India, National Meet was held in Hyderabad on 3 and 4 November 2011. As the executive secretary of DBAI, Fr. Thamburaj organized the meeting. Input sessions were on addressing environmental issues and on microenterprises. Fr. Ricopar Royan presented the pilot project on microenterprise in chilli production, stall-fed goat rearing and charcoal production implemented in Vilathikulam. It was appreciated by all the participants.

The Salesian Institutions of Higher Education (IUS) representatives from the national network came together in Bangalore on 6 and 7 November 2011 for a two day meeting. Fr. Arul Maran, Fr. Thomas Louis and Fr. John Kennedy attended this meeting. 

The Mission Day was celebrated on 11 November 2011 in most of our presences and specially in our formation houses. The Missionary groups took the lead in organizing the day.

The delegates of the Salesian Family and the delegates of the Cooperators and Past Pupils of the SA Region had a meeting in Bangalore from 9 – 13 November 2011. Fr. Doss Kennedy, our Vice Provincial, Fr. Rajadevan, delegate for the Cooperators and Fr. Arokya Anthony, delegate for DB Alumni attended this meeting as representatives from our Province.

On 14 November 2011, the Children’s Day was celebrated and the members of the commission for the marginalized youth gathered in the Railway Junction at Salem to send off the children for the Rail Yathra, `Nine is Mine’ campaign. Congrats to Fr. Arul Maran, the Head of the commission and the members.  The YaR Day was celebrated in all our YaR settings on 20 November 2011. As you all know, we have a wide range of YaR ministry. We have shelters, Childline, Homelink, CWCs, caring communities, work for the HIV / AIDS affected and infected, rehabilitation of young released prisoners, Children parliaments, eradication of children begging programme, eradication of child labour programme, prevention of dropouts programme  etc… 

Fr. Francis Anthonysamy, Fr. Bhakiaraj, Fr. John Kennedy Irudayam, Bro. Arokiadoss, and Fr. Charles Selvaraj attended the capacity building programme organized by DB Tech in Shillong from 14 -17 November 2011

On 18 and 19 November 2011, Vazhikaatti, our career guidance and job placement centre organized a two day training on `entrepreneurship training and self employment’ for a group of selected candidates. Congrats to Fr. Patrick and his team of lay staff who are spearheading the department. 

The Evangelisation and Catechesis department organized the Altar Servers Meet on 26 and 27 November 2011 in Don Bosco ITC, Madurai. I appreciate the members of the department and sincere thanks to the Rector and the community of Don Bosco ITC, Madurai for hosting this gathering.

There was a SA Regional animation programme for the formation guides from 27 – 30 November 2011 in Ennore, Chennai. Fr. Amalraj Susai, Fr. Pathiaraj, Fr. John Madasseril and Fr. Arul Kumar attended this meeting. 

The Hubert D’ Rosario Missionary Aspirantate at Sirajuli was inaugurated on 22 November 2011. We congratulate the Provincial and the Province of Guwahati for taking this initiative in view of serving the Salesian World.

Rethinking Salesian Youth Ministry

The Congregation as we know is rethinking how to carry out youth ministry in the Church and a process has been set in motion after the 26 General Chapter. We are realizing that the main objective of youth ministry which is evangelization and education to faith have not been the focus always in our initiatives. The quality of our educational services in terms of evangelization needs to improve. One phase of reflection has just now been completed and a short document has been prepared. This document was presented in the recent DBYA meeting held in Bangalore from 3 - 5 November 2011 in which the Vice Provincial who is the Youth pastoral delegate of the Province attended. 

We are entering into the second phase which calls for study of the document by individual confreres, communities, various youth pastoral commissions, dimensions and departments. The document will be sent to all the confreres and a presentation of the document will be made in the forthcoming meetings. The leaders of the communities are requested to take up this document for study in the community meetings and send your reflections to the Vice Provincial according to the schedule provided by him.  This will be collated together to take up in the Regional level and then later in the Congregational level. 

INT Ordinations 2011

This year, the Province is blessed with 5 new priests. We congratulate Deacons, Ashok Lawrence, Bernard Moses, Dominic Savio, Mohan Chrithuraj and Suresh Felix who will be ordained as priests during this month. In the Province level, the ordinations will be held in Amsam, Tiruchy at 5.30 pm on 29 December 2011. Dn. Dominic Savio will be ordained in Infant Jesus Cathedral, Salem on 17 December 2011 and Dn. Bernard Moses will be ordained in St. Francis Xavier Church, Broadway, Chennai on 27 December 2011. We pray that they remain faithful and committed to their priestly life and ministry. They are assigned to the following presences from 21 January 2012 to 24 May 2012.

Dn. Ashok Lawrence
- 
Keela Eral


Dn. Bernard Moses

-
Pallithammam

Dn. Dominic Savio

-
Therespuram

Dn. Mohan Christhuraj
-
Madhakottai

Dn. Suresh Felix

-
Savariarpalayam

Forthcoming events in December 2011

4

Sun

-
Centenary Celebrations of DB Alumni
5

Mon

-
Salesian Brothers Day
17

Sat

-
Ordination at Salem (Dn. Dominic Savio) 
22    
   
Thu

-
Provincial Council
27

Mon

-
Ordinations at Broadway (Dn. Bernard Moses)
29

Wed

-
Ordinations in Tiruchy Province at Amsam

The Provincial level federation of DB Alumni is celebrating the Centenary Year of the World level federation on 4 December 2011. While I wish the Past Pupils a fruitful celebration, I request the delegates of the local units to ensure sizable participation of your unit members. 

For Community Reflection: `When there was a human mess, God sent a Messiah’

Though the advent season is celebrated to remind everyone about the second coming of the Lord, it is generally a season when we engage in preparing for Christmas, the commemoration of the first coming of Jesus, the Messiah. 
It is a season that fills us with a chill weather, greenery around after the monsoon rains, ponds and lakes filled with water, the coolest month in the hot, hotter and hottest seasons of Tamilnadu.  The season of holidays for students and others who work in institutions. The traditional Christmas lights, Christmas trees, Santa Claus, Reindeers, silver bells decorate the shops. Christmas carols once again fill our campuses. Christmas cards are posted to friends and well wishers. SMS messages and multimedia e-cards that fill the web are recent additions. There is an air of freshness and newness and joy around. Christmas experience is wonderful.

Is this the experience of everyone around us? Is this the experience of all those who are under our pastoral care in our presences? The answer definitely is a hesitant and uneasy no. For scores of families and children in our presences, Christmas Day is another ordinary day, a day when they would like to entertain themselves watching the rich and the well to do celebrating. All that they can have is perhaps a window shopping of the malls that spread across with eyes dilated. For some who are in close contact with us, it may be a day when they can get a small packet from us if we are generous. 

Christmas reminds us about the birth of the Messiah who came into the world to remove the human mess of sin and slavery, marginalization of the simple and the lowly, the poor and the downtrodden, of religious exploitation and pharisaic intolerance. Christmas is a reminder to us to be messiahs in the messy world. Christmas is a feast that spurs us to create a society free of corruption and exploitation full of love and humanness. It is a feast that reminds us that we need to be the leaven of the society. We are far too many Christians, religious and priests who have become stale without the transforming power of leaven within us. Every feast has to be an opportune moment for evangelization. 

How is the real message of God’s love, the message of joy and peace going to reach everyone in our presences? What are our plans to proclaim `Glory to God in the highest and peace to people of good will? How are we going to make Christ’s birth a celebration that fills everyone with joy? We need to plan a lot more for Christmas than planning just for a solemn liturgy and a glamorous celebration. Let our Christmas programme bring the poor to the forefront, make those who are better off extend a generous hand to the unfortunate ones. Let us proclaim bravely that real joy lies in our self giving love, in imitation of Christ, our Lord. 

I wish you all a very meaningful Christmas that fills everyone of you with true joy and peace.

Yours affectionately in DB


Fr. Albert Johnson SDB
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